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to talk to their doctors about breast cancer
screening and to encourage their friends and
family to do the same. Together, we can help
save lives and build a healthier future for all
our citizens.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2004,
as National Mammography Day. I call on all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs and activities recognizing
our health care professionals and researchers
for their contributions in helping to detect
and treat breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 19, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 20. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7833—White Cane
Safety Day, 2004

October 15, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

To help increase their mobility and assist
them in their daily lives, many people who
are blind or visually impaired use a white
cane. On White Cane Safety Day, we cele-
brate the symbolism of this important tool
and the enduring spirit of independence and
determination shown by Americans who use
it.

In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson
signed the first Presidential proclamation for
White Cane Safety Day. He wrote that the
observance would “make our people more
fully aware of the meaning of the white cane”
and help increase the safety and self-reliance
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of our citizens who are blind or visually im-
paired. Over the last four decades, our Na-
tion has removed many barriers for these in-
dividuals, making it easier for them to find
jobs, access public buildings, and live inde-
pendently in their communities.

Today, we are working to ensure that all
Americans with disabilities have the oppor-
tunity to live with dignity, work productively,
and realize their full potential. Through the
New Freedom Initiative, my Administration
continues to build on the progress of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(ADA) to further promote the full participa-
tion of people with disabilities in all areas
of society. The Department of Justice’s ADA
Business Connection is helping create a bet-
ter understanding of ADA requirements and
promote dialogue between the business com-
munity and the disability community. And
the Department of Justice’s Project Civic Ac-
cess is improving public facilities to ensure
that people with disabilities are integrated
into community life. Through the Ticket to
Work program and the Work Incentives Im-
provement Act, we are making significant
strides toward building an America where all
individuals are recognized for their talents
and creativity. These efforts will help provide
Americans who are blind or visually impaired
the opportunity to pursue their dreams and
realize the promise of our great country.

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public
Law 88-628) approved on October 6, 1964,
as amended, has designated October 15 of
each year as “White Cane Safety Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 2004, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon public
officials, business leaders, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States
to join with me in ensuring that all the bene-
fits and privileges of life in our Nation are
available to individuals who are blind and vis-
ually impaired, and to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
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the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 19, 2004]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 20.

The President’s Radio Address
October 16, 2004

Good morning. Over the past 4 years, I
have brought a straightforward approach to
the Presidency. I tell you what I'm going to
do, and I keep my word. When I came into
office 4 years ago, the economy was sliding
into recession. Then terrorist attacks cost our
Nation nearly a million jobs in 3 months. To
help families and to get this economy grow-
ing again, I pledged to reduce taxes, and I
kept my word. Now the results are clear.
Over the last 3 years, America’s economy has
grown at the fastest rate of any major indus-
trialized nation. The homeownership rate is
at an alltime high, and we have added more
than 1.9 million new jobs in the past 13
months.

My opponent has a different approach.
Over the last 20 years, he has voted to raise
taxes 98 times. Now he is promising over $2.2
trillion in new spending, and paying for it
would require broad tax increases on small
businesses and the middle class. I have a bet-
ter plan. I will continue to be wise with tax-
payers’ money, and I will keep your taxes low.

When I came into office, too many of our
children were shuffled through school with-
out learning the basics. I pledged to restore
accountability and end the soft bigotry of low
expectations, and I kept my word. Now our
children are making sustained progress in
reading and math, and we are closing the
achievement gap for minority students.

My opponent has pledged to weaken the
No Child Left Behind Act. His proposals
would undermine the accountability we
worked so hard to pass. I have a better plan.
We will keep demanding results for all our
children, and we will leave no child behind.
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When I came into office, Medicare wasn’t
paying for the prescription drugs that can re-
duce health costs and save a lot of lives. I
pledged to strengthen and modernize Medi-
care for our seniors, and I kept my word.
Now seniors are saving money with drug dis-
count cards. And in 2006, all seniors will be
able to get prescription drug coverage.

On health care, my opponent has a history
of opposing needed reforms. He voted
against the Medicare bill even though it was
supported by the AARP and other seniors
groups. He has voted 10 times against med-
ical liability reform, and now his health care
proposal calls for bigger, more intrusive Gov-
ernment. Eight out of ten people who get
health care under his plan would be placed
on a Government program. I have a better
plan. I will protect doctors and patients from
junk lawsuits, help employees in small busi-
nesses afford health coverage, make sure
every poor county has a community health
center. And I will make sure health decisions
are always made by patients and doctors, not
by officials in Washington, DC.

In this time of change, some things do not
change. Those are the values we try to live
by, courage and compassion, reverence and
integrity. I stand for a culture of life in which
every person matters and every being counts.
I stand for marriage and family, which are
the foundations of our society. I stand for
the appointment of Federal judges who know
the difference between personal opinion and
the strict interpretation of the law.

My opponent says he supports the institu-
tion of marriage, but he voted against the
Defense of Marriage Act, which Congress
passed by an overwhelming majority and my
predecessor signed into law. My opponent
has voted against sensible bipartisan meas-
ures like parental notification laws. He voted
against the ban on partial-birth abortion.

On issues that are vital to this Nation’s fu-
ture, all Americans know where I stand. I'm
a compassionate conservative. I believe in
policies that empower people to improve
their lives, not try to run their lives. I believe
in helping men and women find the skills
and tools to prosper in a changing world. I
have worked to help all Americans build a
future of dignity and independence. And that



